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the Oder we found no more high roads; we marched through                   t
shifting sands or fearful mud.    The land was, for the most                   j
part, uncultivated ; the few inhabitants whom we met incon-                   \
ceivably filthy.    The weather, which had been magnificent •                 \
during the month of October and the first part of November,                    f
became horrible ; it rained or snowed incessantly. Provisions                   \
became very scarce—no  more wine, hardly any beer, and                  4
what there was exceedingly bad ; muddy water, no bread, and                   j
quarters for which we had to fight with the pigs and the                   f
cows.    The soldiers said : c Is this what the Poles have the                   I
impudence to call their country ?'   The Emperor himself had                   &
his eyes opened, for, having come to reconstitute Poland, he had                    |
hoped that the whole population of the country would rise as                    f;
one man at the approach of the French armies.    But no one                   f
stirred. In vain, to excite their enthusiasm, did the Emperor                    f
write to the famous General Kosciusko, who had headed the                   ''
last insurrection, to come and join him ; Kosciusko remained                    *'
tranquilly in Switzerland, answering all reproaches addressed to him by saying that he knew too well the careless and                  ^
fickle  character of his compatriots to have any hope  that                   |
they would succeed in freeing themselves even with the aid of the French. Not being able to attract Kosciusko, the Emperor, wishing at least to make capital oat of his renown, addressed a proclamation to the Poles in his name. Not a soul took up arms, although our troops were occupying several provinces of the old Poland and even its capital. The Poles would not rise until Napoleon had declared Poland to be re-established, and he had no notion of doing this until the Poles had risen against their oppressor, which they would not do.
While the 7th corps was at Bromberg, Duroc, Grand Marshal of the Imperial Household, arrived in the middle of the night at Augereau's quarters. The marshal sent for me and bade me get ready to accompany Duroc, who was on his way to Graudenz with a flag of truce to the King of Prussia, and required an officer to take the place of his aide-de-camp, whom he had just sent to Posen with despatches from the Emperor. They selected me because they remembered that